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The codex contains ten Kabbalistic and four Maimonidean texts. 
 
The Kabbalistic texts comprise: 
 
(i) Two copies of Sefer Yetzirah, one complete and one an extract. 
(ii) Six texts relating to a 16th century exposition of Sefer Yetzirah written by Shlomo 
ben Shimon Turiel, a contemporary in Safed of R. Josef Caro (1488‐1575), author of 
the Shulchan Aruch, and R Moses Cordovero (1522‐1570), one of the most 
prolific exponents of the teachings of the Zohar and pre‐Lurianic Kabbalah. 
(iii) A compilation of Biblical, Midrashic, Zoharic and Rabbinical citations relating to 
Abraham, the forefather of the Hebrews and, by tradition, the author of Sefer Yetzirah. 
(iv) A description of the form of the Kabbalistic Tree of Sefirot. 
 
The Maimonidean texts are: 
 
(i) The 613 Mitzvot (religious ordinances incumbent on a Jew) enumerated by 
Maimonides, listed in the order in which they appear in the Torah (Pentateuch). 
(ii) The queries put to Maimonides by the wise men of Lunel, Provence, and his 
replies to them. 
(iii) Maimonides’ purported last testament to his son. 
(iv) An alphabetic subject index to Maimonides’ fourteen volume code of Halakhah, 
the Mishne Torah or Sefer Yad HaHazakah. 
 
There is an earlier Hebrew foliation in some of the texts and catch‐words at the foot of 
the verso in others. There are also a few problems with the number and order of the 
folios. Two folios are missing: fol. 17 and that which should be between fols.167 and 
168. There are two errors in the foliation as well: what should have been fol. 23, turns 
up as fol. 77, and judging by its content, fol. 206 should actually follow fol. 216. 
Curiously, the writing on fol. 91v and fol. 196 is upside down.  
 
The manuscript contains numerous Kabbalistic sketches, diagrams and tables of 
Hebrew letter permutations, astrological doodles, schemas and phonetically spelled 
Hebrew jottings. Strangest of all, there are the orange-coloured markings and 
letterings that deface every page in the codex. The inclusion of manuscripts from the 
diametrically opposed Maimonadean and Kabbalistic schools of Jewish thought in the 
same volume is but one of the many intriguing features of this bewildering codex. 
There is also the question of who arranged to have this ménage of folios bound in 
such an ornate, heavy and presumably binding. 
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